
 
 

Resolution: #FS03142018/1 

Resolution to approve reduction in General Education Requirement to facilitate alignment with the UNC 

Board of Governors 120 Credit Hour Policy for 4-year Baccalaureate Programs 

Joi Bulls, Chair, Academic Policies and Regulations Committee   

 *ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

WHEREAS, December 15, 2017 the Board of Governors (BOG) approved a policy mandating a 120-credit hour 

maximum for 4-year baccalaureate programs with the expectation that UNC campuses will be in alignment by Fall 

20191; and  
 

WHEREAS, UNC Greensboro has a 122-credit hour minimum for graduation (instituted in 1978 to accommodate 

Physical Education credits), and is one of only four campuses (Appalachian State, UNC Wilmington, and UNC 

School of the Arts) for whom all programs are above the 120-credit hour policy mandate; and 
 

WHEREAS, the BOG policy indicates “[a]n institution with compelling reasons as to why a program’s 

requirements must exceed 120 semester credit hours may petition to have an exception approved by its board of 

trustees. Compelling reasons include, but are not limited to: programmatic accreditation standards; licensure 

requirements; and other state, federal, or professional regulations” however, such exemptions are expected to be 

rare; and  
 

WHEREAS, after deliberation, the Faculty Senate requested that the General Education Council (GEC) prepare a 

proposal to reduce general education requirements by 3-credit hours to facilitate meeting the BOG policy; and 
 

WHEREAS, such a reduction in the general education requirements for most programs will result in meeting the 

BOG 120-hour policy2, and for the remaining, not eligible for exemption, will decrease the number of electives or 

major credit hours that programs must cut; therefore,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Senate approve reductions in the general education requirements, as proposed 

by GEC3, which include a 3-credit hour reduction in Humanities and Fine Arts, Natural Science, and Social and 

Behavioral Sciences that allows students to take two additional courses (6 s.h.) from among the Natural Sciences 

(GNS), Social and Behavioral Sciences (GSB), Literature (GLT), Fine Arts (GFA), and 

Philosophical/Religious/Ethical Perspectives (GPR) categories. The courses selected must be from two different 

categories, and if the additional course is from the Natural Sciences (GNS) category, it must have a prefix different 

from the first Natural Sciences (GNS) course;4 and 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Senate approves a 3-hour reduction in general education requirements that 

eliminates the one additional course in Humanities and Fine Arts from one of the following: Literature (GLT), Fine 

Arts (GFA), Philosophical/Religious/ Ethical Perspectives (GPR). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that as UNC Greensboro is engaged in a general education self-study, these 

changes in the general education requirements should be revisited no later than the Spring Semester 2020, if not 

already superseded by the adoption of other recommendations by the General Education Self Study Task Force. 

Faculty Senate Action/Date: Approved 03/14/18 Effective Immediately following all required approvals. 

Chancellor Action/Date: In progress Implementation of Resolution: The Faculty Senate will collaborate  

General Faculty Action/Date: * Present to GF April 18, 2018 With the Office of the Provost to notify affected persons and offices to 

Board of Trustees/Governors Action Date: Coordinate the update of printed, electronic forms, and publications. 

 
 

                                                 
1 See Agenda Item A-3,  Meeting of the Board of Governors, Committee on Educational Planning, Procedures, and Programs, Committee on 

Strategic Initiatives, University of  North Carolina, December 15, 2017. 
2 AOS Program List, 2016-2017 UNC Greensboro Undergraduate Bulletin. 
3 David Carlone, Chair, General Education Council, personal communication (letter) regarding GEC proposal rationale, February 26, 2018. 
4 GEC proposed reduction in general education requirements. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4Ay2tevmA6gMDNpOVdfZWE4V0N4aGRqTGV1RTg2LTQtSjhn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4Ay2tevmA6gMDNpOVdfZWE4V0N4aGRqTGV1RTg2LTQtSjhn/view?usp=sharing


 
 

Current, 2017-2018, General Education Requirements 
Full Description, p. 45 of Bulletin  

 

I. GEC Category Requirements (36–3733-34 total semester hours required) 
Select courses as indicated from the following categories: 
Humanities and Fine Arts (912 s.h.) 
 One course from Literature list—GLT (3 s.h.) 
 One course from Fine Arts list—GFA (3 s.h.) 
 One course from Philosophical/Religious/ Ethical Perspectives list—GPR (3 s.h.) 
 One additional course from any of the above (3 s.h.) 
 

Historical Perspectives—GHP (3 s.h.) 
 One course from Historical Perspectives list  
 

Natural Sciences—GNS (6–7 s.h.) 
 Two courses from Natural Science list as follows: 

o One must be a laboratory course. 
o Each must have a different departmental course prefix (e.g., AST, ATY, BIO, CHE, etc.). 

 

Mathematics—GMT (3 s.h.) 
 One course from Mathematics list 
 

Reasoning and Discourse—GRD (6 s.h.) 
 ENG 101 or FMS 115 or RCO 101 (3 s.h.) 
 One additional course from Reasoning and Discourse list (3 s.h.) 
 

Social and Behavioral Science—GSB (6 s.h.) 
 Two courses from Social and Behavioral Science list (6 s.h.) 

 

II. General Education Marker Requirement 
Fulfill the following requirements: 
One writing intensive course (indicated in the online Schedule of Courses by marker WI) in any discipline 
[In addition to this GE Writing Intensive requirement, students must also complete a second Writing Intensive course within 
the major. The College of Arts and Sciences requires additional Writing Intensive courses] 
 

One speaking intensive course (indicated in the online Schedule of Courses by marker SI) in any discipline 
[In addition to this GE Speaking Intensive requirement, students must also complete a second Speaking Intensive course 
within the major.] 
 

Four Global Perspectives courses (indicated in semester Schedule of Courses by markers GL or GN) 
 At least one of the Global Perspectives courses must carry the GN (non-Western course) marker 
 GL/GN courses may include a maximum of two courses in a foreign language (6 s.h.) 
 One GL/GN course requirement is waived for each semester completed in a credit-bearing Study 

Abroad experience, up to a maximum of two course waivers. A summer program abroad counts as a 
semester. A foreign language course completed to meet an admission deficiency does 

 

 

 

 

 

http://uncg.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2015-2016/Undergraduate-Bulletin/Academic-Departments-Programs-Courses/English-Department/ENG-English/100/ENG-101
http://uncg.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2015-2016/Undergraduate-Bulletin/Academic-Departments-Programs-Courses/Freshman-Seminars-Program/FMS-Freshman-Seminars/100/FMS-115
http://uncg.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2015-2016/Undergraduate-Bulletin/Academic-Departments-Programs-Courses/RES/RCO-Ashby-Residential-College/100/RCO-101


 
 

 
 

 
February 26, 2018 
David Carlone, General Education Council Chair 
 
Council members decided on this proposal for several reasons. 
 
First, cutting in only one category, while perhaps simpler, would constrain the educational 
outcomes of that category and constrain the ability of students and departments/programs 
to make choices to meet their goals. 
 
Second, cutting in multiple categories and allowing for guided electives should help us 
meet the General Education Program need for marker courses. Some categories offer more 
markers than others, for instance. This is one reason we did not simply delete the 
“additional” GFA, GLT, GPR course; courses in these categories tend to offer significant 
access to markers. 
 
Third, cutting in multiple categories and making room for guided electives allows students 
and departments/programs to select those categories where additional work is desirable. 
The addition of electives allows students to make some choices based on what they need 
and want for their education. The electives may also help programs revise their programs in 
relation to the General Education Program (i.e., major program faculty may make some 
choices for their students even as they make revisions. Of course, as major program faculty 
make choices for students, student choices will decline.). 
 
Fourth, this proposal spreads the cut among various categories and places the categories on 
more equal footing. 
 
Finally, Reasoning and Discourse (GRD) remains at two courses because our assessment 
data, faculty discussions of General Education, department/program requirements, and 
the expectations of various constituencies show that knowledge and skill taught in GRD 
courses is widely necessary. 

 
 


